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| Cambodia suffred ane of hitory's ukimate
leadership, killed between 1 millon and 2 milfion ohe terms of which they must work out
dmmtim. Incredibly, it now faces a repeat :e:. beginning, hopefully, at the meeting be

performance. With the impendin ember

withdrawal from Cambocia. of thengi:gam Minister Hun Sen on May 2 in Jakarta

army, the Pol Pot faction of the Khmer Rouge, stil . 0 fact, the United States could usefully seek

run by Pol Pot and his senior lieutenants, is poised the cooperation of the Soviet Union to bring these

o seize power again from the sanctuaries it runs w0 contenders together by using the separate

WlthumiﬂngedDraouuandnscnplmealmgthe Mdmhm&uuﬂnmkmunm

Thai border. respectively. In addition, the two_superpowers
Its major asset is the dispute among the other MW“WR@UWMMN“

Cambodian political factions. The Khmer Rouge's Off the support it has long given the Khmer Rouge

strongest Cambodian opponent is the incumbent qut of it antipathy to the Vietnamese. With the

government established by the Vietnamese, and SScretary of state going to Moscow just before the

now being left the People’s Republic of ‘ summt of May 15 this is an opportu- ’

Kampuchea (PRK). This government is dominated ity for the United States to play just such a

Khmer Rouge who defected, in fear or w;um"" . . .

disgust, from Pol Pot o the Vietnamese. ,mﬂmw&mtal;udymatugmeg-
The PRK was a puppet of the Vietnamese. and mwlalleveltocutoffmxhtaryaadtpallfacnomm

it does not run a multiparty state with human m“;:’xhwm"‘e meesewrmdfat"b Er;l);

t wh ing s i plollllsmgarcums €S,

rights and free - But one thing is incontest- States should put much greater emphasis on

able. It is not running a Khmer Rouge state with . ok )
its emptied cities, suppression of every vestige of tc’u‘at‘tlmg :foi}:ml:m:dp av ?Stitj)watﬁguokt.h% facnons-)
human rights, separation of famulies and wide- dize that cut-off for a few million doliars of lethal
spread concentration camp conditions. It is clearly aid to Prince Si k—aid which many obsery-
preferable, from everyone’s point of view, to ers consider of more political than military \anifs
another Khmer Rouge government. And w}th the cance anyway—would be a colossal error.

departure of the Vietnamese, this Cam : U.S. policy in Cambodia has too many goals. Its
government can be expected to take that nation- single | tiate goal should be to block the

ﬂcmb::?'me Vietnamese that Cambo- return of the Khmer Rouge. Then, in the fullness

y lake. . of time, we shall be able to press Phnom Penh,

The second Strongest potential opponent of the whoever is running it and in whatever period, to
Khmer Rouge, a distant second, are the forces of follow democratic practices.

ince Sihanouk and his ally, Son Sann, Serious
voices now advocate Amencan “lethal” aid (overt
or “covert”) to these forces. But as long as these
forces maintain their now anachronistic coalition
with the Khmer Rouge—a coalition designed by
the West in 1982 when all efforts were concen-
trated on forcing out the Vietnamese—any such
lethal aid would have to be expected to be used, in
the first instance, against the PRK.

This could only help, militarily and politically, to
open the door to the Khmer Rouge. After all, with
full recognition of the errors of U.S, policy toward
Sihanouk since the Eisenhower period, it is clear

yesteryear.
Accordingly, any aid to Sihanouk {and Son Sann)

shouldbesubjecttotwoconditiom:matmey

withdraw from the coalition government of Demo-

cratic Kampuchea, which the Khmer Rouge domi- -

nata.andtlnttheaa’dmtbemedhadvﬂwar
against the PRK.

But if we try to achieve all of the goals we

t wish at once and in spectfied and contro-
versial ways—installing Prince Sihanouk as the
leader of an interim government with four parties
(including the Khmer Rouge) and holding free
elections with U.S, inspection of the Vietnamese
withdrawal—we might well play into (re hands of
Pol Pot's lunatic but ruthless group.

In sum, in our opunion, to do other than to focus
all our immediate efforts on preventing the return
of the Khmer Rouge would be to make what s
best the enemy of what s absolutely essentia),

Jeremy J. Stome, president of the Federation
of American Scientists, recently returned
from Cambodia. William E. Colby, a
Washington lawyer, is a former director of

central intelligence.
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